Parent Update – Phase 2 of Reopening School – 22.6.20

Dear Parents,
Our original audit of capacity for Phase 1 of Reopening Slaley First School strictly adhered to 2m distancing between pupils in classrooms which gave us an operating capacity of 30%. Now we have been operating like this for three weeks we feel we are ready to move to Phase 2 which will give the school an increased capacity of 50% in the KS1 and C.W. Classes.

The DfE have said: 
‘For Primary school, classes should normally be split in half, with no more than 15 pupils per small group and one teacher (and, if needed, a teaching assistant).’ In our classes, this equates to 10 pupils.
Govt. Guidance Primary; desks should be spaced as far apart as possible (ideally 2m).
EYFS: Children aged 3-5 years need 2.3m² per pupil. In our EYFS Unit this equates to 6 pupils.

[image: Please wait here with symbol social distancing floor sign | Catersign]On your return, you will see that these signs are now around the outside of the building and the picket fence. They indicate where parents can wait when picking up their children at the end of the day and where Early Years’ parents can stand when dropping off their Reception children at the beginning of the day (EY’s parents please remember to use the vehicle entrance not the front gate as Key Stage 1 & CW children will be using this access).
 Sorry, there is 
NO Community Access
to the school site at this time.
 

The side gate now has this sign attached to it as we want to make it clear to the village community that there is absolutely NO access to the school site at any time now
the children are back at school.

There are signs in each classroom that remind the children about ‘social distancing’ and  how often they need to wash their hands along with posters in the toilets showing them ‘how’.
 
How often do I need to wash my hands? 
1. When you arrive
2.  After playtime
3.  Before lunch
4.  After lunch
5.  After playtime
6.  Before going home
And when you go to the toilet! 
SIX times a day—at least!
Some final reminders:
· Check your child for symptoms each day.
· Your child needs to bring a labelled water bottle and a sun hat to school with them and these will be kept at school. Staff will refill bottles daily.
· Nothing else is to come into school from home (other than a coat if required) – this is really important – all resources will be provided and each child will have their own personal set of equipment.
· Mrs. Seymour will provide a picnic lunch for your child each day.
· Nothing from school will be taken home at the end of each day (except a coat if it has been worn to school).
· It is advisable to wash your child’s school clothes each evening.
VERY IMPORTANT: Now you are returning your child to school you must restrict your child’s socialising outside of school in order to protect your family and our school community. 

Transition
We understand that the transition back into school, especially in the current circumstances, may feel strange for you and your child, this is why we will start next week with a PSHE focus (personal, social and health education). We will be familiarising the children with the changes in school and explaining why we have made these changes. We will also be giving the children time to talk about their experiences in Lockdown. If a child wants/needs to ‘talk’ there will be someone to ‘listen’. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Best wishes, 
Mrs. Brett 
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