
Dear All, 

I hope you have all stayed safe and well during the Easter Break. The weather has been 

kind to us and it has been a great opportunity for us, as families, to spend time outside 

in the garden or exercising. I have seen lots of our children out on their bikes and have 

heard lots of laughter whilst out on my walks in Slaley. It is so lovely to hear and it 

reminds me of what lovely children we have and how I miss teaching them. Hopefully it 
won’t be too long until we are back to school, but the most important thing is to follow 

the guidance really carefully to ensure we all remain safe and can look forward to being 

together again.  

This term, we would have started a new Topic based on the Katie Morag stories. 

So, for anyone wishing to continue following the suggested activities, reading or 

watching as many of these stories would be great. Granny Island will be the subject of 

our main character study and we will be looking at her ‘waste not, want not’ mentality 

and linking this closely with recycling. So any recycling projects the children can do, will 

provide a great topic for discussion. We will also look at the landscape of the island and 

the different habitats for animals. The different habitats will include the seashore and 

the difference between farm animals, pets and wild animals. 

Over this term, we usually look at the work of Scottish Artists and the craft of weaving 

to make tartans. 

In our English work, we will be writing lots of instructions for example, creating 

timetables for feeding the animals, calendars for farm events, leaflets for open days at 

the farm and information about different animals. We will also look at the mail and what 

kind of things people send including postcards and letters. The children will also learn 

how to set out letters and know how to write their address. 

Normally, we would use the story’s village show as a lead into preparation for our own 

Slaley Show, but obviously that will not be able to go ahead this year. However, we will 

still look at making schedules and posters for the Isle of Struay Show. 

We will be weighing parcels in maths as part of our work looking at the role of the 
village post office and measuring the size of letters. We will also develop our 

understanding of money as we look at the items for sale in the post office and design our 

own ‘Click and Collect’ Service. 

We will be looking at maps in geography and looking at keys on maps. We will use a 

variety of maps to identify different land features. 

Our maths work will be linked as much as possible to the Topic to give it further 

meaning, however we will continue with Early Birds and work related to number. 

Year 1, Week 1- Learning Objective, ‘Use and work with numbers to 100’ 

Year 2, Week 1- Learning Objective, ‘Multiplying and dividing’ 

I hope this provides a brief overview of what we would have been focussing on at 

school. 



I look forward to seeing some of the creative ways you support your children to engage 

in some of these activities. I will continue to post ideas and suggestions weekly. Any 

feedback is welcome and of course keep in touch, your messages are helping to brighten 

my days. 

Topic Webs: 

If you find it easier to select work to do which is appropriate to your child’s style of 
learning, print off the Topic Webs and highlight what you have done. Stick the web in 

the book and annotate with notes to let me know how the activity went. The activities in 

the Topic Webs lend themselves to very practical tasks which some children might 

respond to better. Feel free to mix and match, some from the web and some from the 

files. You are all doing a great job, don’t worry if all else fails read Katie Morag! 

Stay Safe and Take Care, 

Mrs O’Neill 


