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SLALEY FIRST SCHOOL
DESIGNATED LETTER FOR CHILDREN IN EARLY YEARS
Dear Parents and Carers,

The Government has stated that all children will be expected to return to school in September 2020. We will continue to follow the guidance from Public Health England, implementing the ‘System of Controls’, to effectively reduce risks in school and create an environment that remains as safe a place as possible for our children and staff.  

Your child’s attendance at school is now expected by the Government and Northumberland County Council.

By providing the following information we hope to help you support our school and our children through the transition back to school.
	Currently in place
	Will remain in place
	Will change

	· Deep cleaning of the premises during closure. 
	· [image: image1.png]



	· 

	Thorough risk assessment of children and staff
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	Temporary procedures for use of the school building, drop off, pick up and play times – please see enclosed details and map of school access.
	
	The map has been updated – please see enclosed. EYFS Children will continue to be dismissed via the car park gate. Children must enter the building independently and hang up own coats etc. A member of staff will be on the ramp to greet your child. 

	EYFS Children eating lunch in their own classroom
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	Promoting regular, thorough hand washing for 20 seconds, and encouraging good respiratory hygiene by promoting the catch it, bin it, kill it approach.
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	Cleaning more frequently to get rid of the virus on frequently touched surfaces, such as door handles, handrails, table tops, play equipment and toys.
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	Putting aside a space for anyone showing symptoms to isolate away from others.
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	No use of shared resources including pencils, scissors, books, toys etc.
	
	Provision areas-based environment will resume as normal, possibly with reduced sensory/tactile resources such as sand, playdough. We will substitute alternatives where necessary, such as individual playdough pots. Children will resume sharing resources (with the exception of certain things mentioned above) within the EYFS bubble, rather than having individually designated equipment, as this is really important for their Personal, Social and Emotional Development. Equipment will be cleaned and/or rotated frequently.

	Careful timetabling of staff to minimise traffic within the school building.
	
	Staff will be allocated to a ‘bubble’ – there will be no ‘cross over’ of staff between bubbles.

KS1 & 2 – Bubble 1.

EYFS – Bubble 2. 

	No transference of resources between home and school such as; reading books, homework, water bottles etc.
	
	We will review options for reading books and weekend diary, once we have further guidance. An online alternative or resources to stay at home such as ‘reading rings’ will be provided if necessary. P.E kits and water bottles should be brought in on Monday and taken home on a Friday.

	Children will only come in contact with their designated group and the adults assigned to that group. For Early Years, this will be Mrs Ainslie, Mrs English and Mrs Dixon.
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	New layout of Early Years space in order to encourage social distancing amongst children and staff as much as possible.
	
	The DfE have confirmed that ‘children in Primary Schools do not have to be separated in the classroom’. Children will be kept in our EYFS ‘bubble’ but not expected to socially distance within that. Group activities, circle time and collaborative play will therefore be able to go ahead. Staff will be able to resume having close contact with children where it is deemed necessary or important to the child’s wellbeing. We know the children well and will continue to use our discretion to decide the best approach for each child.

	Emphasis on Outdoor Learning as much as possible.
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Things you will need to do:
· Familiarise yourself with the enclosed map and details of procedures in place to minimise risks to us all.

· Ensure your child brings a filled, labelled water bottle on the first day back which is to remain in school. 

· Do not allow your child to bring anything from home to school; they can bring their coat on days when it is needed and their P.E kit but nothing else should travel between home and school.

· Check your children for symptoms each day; if they show any COVID-19 symptoms please inform school and keep them at home.
· Promoting regular, thorough hand washing for 20 seconds, and encouraging good respiratory hygiene by promoting the catch it, bin it, kill it approach.

· Talk to your child about the differences they can expect in school and why changes have taken place. Encourage them to remain aware of personal hygiene.
· Offer support and reassurance to your child; this may be a nervous time for them and they will need support to adjust back to the school routine.

When my child returns to school in September:
Unfortunately, not all things will be back to ‘normal’ until the virus is finally under control and safety measures can be further relaxed. However, we will do our best to keep things as normal as possible for your child.  
The classroom layout will be conducive to a variety of learning styles and have areas allocated for investigative learning. We will do our very best to provide an environment which meets their needs and stimulates learning whilst continuing to deliver the full early years curriculum. 
If you have any questions or concerns, do not hesitate to contact either myself or Mrs Ainslie via email.
Thank you for all your support as we prepare for a move back to full provision in September. 
Yours sincerely,
Mrs. Debbie Brett
