Characteristics of Effective Learning

At Slaley First School we encourage children to develop into active and enthusiastic learners. We aim to create a positive environment
where children can foster personal characteristics which will help them in their future learning.

Playing and Exploring — Engagement

Active Learning — Motivation

Critically Creating and Thinking —thinking

Children using theirsenses to explore the world
around them
Initiating theirown ‘play situations’ —to ‘have a
go’
Building on the child’s particularinterests by
supportingtheirinterests overaperiod of time and
reminding them of previous approaches and
encourage themto make connections
Encouragingthe childrentoengagein ‘open-
ended’ activities and torespecttheireffortsand
ideas
The children will be encouraged to take ona role
intheirplay
The children’s curiosity regarding objects, events
and people will be encouraged
Intheirplay they will be encouragedto use
‘pretend objects’ based on theirown experiences
Encouragedto look fora challenge
Show a ‘can do’ attitude

Take a risk

Allowing children to have time and space to focus
on an activity

Encouraging children to have satisfactionin
meeting theirown goals and achievements
Encouragingthe childrentofocuson a particular
activity fora period of time and to encourage the
childrentolearntogetherandfromeach other
Encourage the childrento show satisfactionin
meetingtheirown goals, to make theirplansand
to review their progress and success
Encouragingthe childrento pay attentionto
detail

To show a belief thatif more effort ora different
approach usedthenresults willbe obtained

To help children bounce back after difficulties

To be proud of how they accomplished
somethingand notjustthe endresult

To enjoy challenges fortheir own sake rather
than external rewards/praise

Encouraging children to explore newways
to do things

Childrento begin to make new links and
noticing patterns based ontheirown
experiences

To supportthe childrentofind different
ways to solve problems by encouraging them
to describe the problems thatthey have
encountered and to suggest waysto solve
the problem

To beginto make predictionsandto
encourage ‘open-ended’ thinking as well as
‘shared thinking’ with their peers

To help children to make predictions

To think of ideasand to test theirideas

To planhow to approach a task/problem
and how to reach theirgoal

To check/review how wellthe approach
worked

To change strategy if needed







